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Sunday 

WII Golf 2 PM 

  Euchre 6:00 

Wednesday                                                                     
Exercise class 7 AM         

Euchre   9 AM                  
Water Aerobics 10 AM      

Bowling 1 PM 

Sew Birds 10 AM-2 PM           

Poker 6:30 PM    

Friday                            
Exercise  class 7 AM              

Water aerobics  10AM         
Boat trips as scheduled         

Card games 6:30 PM              
Poker 6:30 PM   

Tuesday                                   
Computer Club 09:30 AM             

Golf 1 PM                             

Mah Jongg 1:00 PM                 

Bid Euchre 11 AM                           
Mexican Train 6:30 PM 

Poker 6:30 PM 

Monday 

Exercise Class 7 AM 

Water aerobics 10 AM 

WII Bowling 12 & 1:30 PM 

Bingo 5:15 PM 

Thursday                

Shuffleboard 1:30 PM         

Mah Jongg  1:00 PM           

Tripoli & Games 6:30 PM     

Poker 6:20 PM 

Saturday                   

Coffee & doughnuts 7:45  AM 
Various games 6:00 PM 

  



The Sea Gull 

Page  2 

 

 

Managers Corner 

 
Sandi Snell Serdar 
HOA President 

Happy New Year, 
I would like to keep this up 
beat if possible. The commu-
nity has been keeping up 
very well with the residents 
and families who have been 
having a difficult time either 
with death or with illnesses. Residents in need. 
I know everyone was worried and concerned 
the time, effort and money being spent on one 
resident was too much or would prove to be 
frugal. I must report that resident is doing 
better, coming along and making progress. I 
want to thank you all for your work and dedica-
tion to helping give this resident a leg up, and 
proving to her there are people who do care 
and will follow though. 
I think the decorations at the Clubhouse and in 
the Community are spectacular! Great Job! But 
you guys always do a good job. You are profes-
sionals. You all are so special! 
Now on to other things. 
 It is disturbing to me to know that when 
some of you are driving the community. You see 
me and I see you! You know you are going too 
fast in the community that you still do not slow 
down. Do you need to hurt or kill someone in 
order to slow down? So the Man in the black 
truck who lives in the cul de sac at Lake Griffin, 
YOU GO TOO FAST! For those of you who know 
you drive to fast. When you hurt someone, you 
will be sorry, are you going to slow down then? 
 Police are coming in to monitor the speeders 
in the park and hand out tickets and look for 
those different violations. 
 CATS - 3 down 25 to go! Keep calling it in 
and we will respond. 

 DO NOT paint your home any, any any color 
with out approval from the office. 
 360 Inspections will begin in January and 
then you will be able to see what is needed. 
 Please stay off the grass when parking 
 Please STOP FEEDING THE STRAY CATS 
Please be safe, be well and have a great 2019! 
Happy Holidays from Nina, Danny and Myself. 

Linda                                                                      
Community Manager                                           
Lakeside Terrace 

Our annual Home Owners is going to be on Jan-
uary 8, 2019 at 7:00 pm.  We need to have 84 
homes represented at the meeting in order to 
conduct business.   

One of the things on the agenda will be the 
“Wish List”.  Please be in writing the items you 
wish to be done/added to the park.  Also if you 
have any concerns you need to bring them in 
writing to the meeting or be prepared to write 
them when you get here.  

 Now down to some important business: 
It has been brought to the attention of the 
Home Owners Association that someone in the 
park was bitten by one of the stray cats.  This 
resident had to be taken to Urgent Care and 
was given 2 shots and some antibiotics.  Then it 
got worse and she had to go back as it got in-
fected and she had to have IV antibiotics.   The 
cat was caught and was picked up by animal 
control and quarantined.   We are still waiting 
to hear whether it has rabies or not,, but it does 
have Scabies (mange).  Which if this cat has 
Scabies (Mange) the other stray cats probably 
do too.  For those of you that are feeding the 
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After eating an entire bull, a mountain lion felt 

so good he started roaring. He kept it up until a 

hunter came along and shot him. The moral 

“When you’re full of bull keep your mouth shut”  

cats:  We have pictures of your house 
and the plates and bowls of food and they are 
being turned over to Management.   Residents 
are tired of having cats use their flower beds for 
a litter box.  Also tired of them sitting on golf 
carts and on top of cars!  Did you ever think 
about the people who are allergic to cats?  Cat 
dander and hair are left on seats of golf carts 
and those allergic are affected.  

 Are you aware that we have a supportive organ-
ization called “FMO” (Florida Manufactured Or-
ganization).  If you are not a member of this we 
really encourage you to join.  The cost for this is 
$25.00 a year or $65.00 for 3 years.  The FMO 
have lobbyist that to work for the FMO.   
 
Happy New Year from your Homeowners board: 
Sandy Sedar                           Debbie Porterfield 
Darrel Diluzio                         Darlene Stodola 
Jim Filbert 

A big Thank You to Darrell and Diane for 
hosting the New Years Eve Party. 
 
We as a community had a very good year over-
all.  I think there were a lot of fun activities, lots 
and lots of good food, and some good neigh-
borly volunteer help provided. There were lots 
of new friendships that were made.  It is our 
hope that we continue to truly enjoy our lives 
here at LST. 
Please let any of the executive board of the So-
cial Club know if you have ideas for new games, 
or events. If is our hope that all of you new resi-
dents become involved in our community. 
 
There are several events coming up so Please 
make sure you check the kiosks and boards in 
the clubhouse for the details.  Lots will be hap-
pening in February and March, please make 
sure you check on the boards in the clubhouse 
or the kiosks 
 
Our next social club meeting will be February 
5th at 7 pm.   
Please try to attend these meetings and invite 
your neighbors. 
 
Martha Grove 
President  

Here are a few things to start planning for: 
 
Jan 1st                 Social Club Meeting 7pm  
Jan 8th (Tues)     Annual HOA meeting 7pm 
Jan 17th (Thurs) Birthday Bash 5 pm 
Jan 18th (Fri)      Bill and Fran Fox Concert 7pm 
Jan 19th (Sat)     Sewbirds fund raiser  
                              breakfast 9am 
Jan 26th (Sat)     the clubhouse will be closed    
       for private event 

January Social Events 
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The Glen Foster Comedy/Magic Show will be ap-

pearing at our Lakeside Terrace Clubhouse on 

Thursday, February 7th, 2019 at 7pm.  Glen Fos-

ter’s Show is promoted by Tin Pan Alley Produc-

tions and John Timpanelli. 

Our entertainment com-

mittee of seven, unani-

mously chose Glen Foster 

after seeing a portion of 

his act during a Showcase 

of many professional per-

formers.  He had us all 

laughing and enjoying his 

show.  We felt our community should really en-

joy him.   

Tickets will be available after January 7th.  The 

ticket price is $10.00 for a 90 minute show.  

Sellers are the committee members: Debi Porter-

field, Kathy Walden, Marge Bresimski, Darlene 

Stodola, Maryanna Foster, Lee Hayden, and Peg 

Aniol. 

 

 

Darlene Stodola 

 

Anniversaries 

January is a busy birthday month for many at 

Lakeside Terrace. “We wish for you on your 

birthday, whatever you ask may you receive, 

whatever you seek may you find, 

whatever you wish may it be fulfilled 

on your birthday and always.” 

Happy birthday to:  

Peg Aniol, Cecile Carr, Donna Covell, Kathy 

Craft, Ron Cusimano,  Sue Greenwood, Henry 

Hauss, Lee Hayden, Frank Hipp, Carl Jackson, 

Rick Johnson, Sandi Jischke, Tom Kedrowski, 

Bob Mc Dermott, Mary Ann Paquette, Tom 

Pierce, Chuck Powell, Bob Rayunas, Carol Rob-

erts, Don Shaw, Pat Small, Joanne Speas, Phyl-

lis Tomlinson, Kathy Walden, & Raymond 

Wilemon.  Remember to celebrate with them at 

the birthday bash on Thursday,  January 17th. 

Michael Bernd & Karen Keenan; Gary & Sharon 

Butler, you have another year to create precious 

memories together. Another year to dicover new 

things to enjoy about each other. Another year to 

strengthen a marriage that defines forever. Anni-

versary wishes to you on your special 

day.anniversary 
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 Its not your grandma’s Bingo 

A new game has been introduced to our com-
munity by Linda McMaster.  It's called "It's Not 
Your Grandmother's Bingo ".  We play on Friday 
nights at 6:30.  You need to bring 4 nickels,  4 
dimes, 4 quarters, and a dollar bill. 
This game is played with decks of cards and is a 
lot of fun.  The more people who play the bigger 
the pay out.  Come join the fun! 

Debbie Porterfield 

Thanks to all who came to our Christmas Bingo 

night.  It was a fun night with plenty of treats 

and prizes. Starting this January we will be refor-

matting our Bingo games to make 

them simpler and easier for the 

players.  The games will be pre-

packaged, with a couple of special 

games for added winnings. The 

biggest change will be the cost per package will 

be only $5.00 with the chance of winning your 

money back in one game.  Our goal will also be 

to finish the games by 8:30 PM, to get you home 

early. Come and join the fun. Packages will be 

sold at 5:15PM with the games starting at 6 PM.  

 

Residents   

celebrate the 

holidays at the 

Toys for kids 

luncheon. 

Karen & Morris Mohler get ready 

to set sail at the annual LST     

Christmas Boat Parade 
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Toys for Kids/ Caroling 

 
Ron Grove  
Park Representative 

 
A huge thank you to all who partici-

pated in any way for the Sally Cannon Toys for 

Kids event and the LST park caroling.  We always 

have fun at these events and spread the Christ-

mas Spirit as well.   

At the Toys for Kids event 96 people attended 

the party and many who couldn’t also contribut-

ed toys, stuffed animals, and items for the food 

pantry.  Lots of people helped make this anoth-

er great evening.   

Twenty LST residents turned out to sing Christ-
mas Carols in the chilly air on December 12th.  
Even Frosty the Snowman made an appearance.  
Singers split into two groups and traveled from 

one home to another to bring the holiday spirit 
with Christmas carols.  Afterwards a social was 
held in the clubhouse to warm up and enjoy 
each other’s stories  

Darlene Stodola 

 The next meeting is January 17 at Cypress 
Creek, 28944 Hubbard St. Leesburg.  The topic 
will be Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security.  
Lunch is available at 12:30 and the meeting 
starts at 1:00.  Guests are always welcome.  
Please consider joining this organization 
whose purpose is to protect us as mobile 
home owners.  It’s only $25 for a year or $65 
for 3 years. 

Lakeside Terrace Christmas Carolers 
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Piccadilly  Ladies of the Lake Ladies of Leisure 
The Piccadilly Ladies of  the Lake held their 
Christmas event at Francesco’s in Baylee Plaza on 
December 10th.  Even though the seating location 
that was promised was not available it turned out 
to be a joyous and festive occasion. 

Millie Banfill was recognized 
for her December birthday. 
Others in attendance were: 
Shirley Hassom, Barb Forman, 
Lee Hayden, June Hoffert, Pam 
Stettnish, Deb Ludwig, Darlene Stodo-
la, Barb Stodola, Shirley Smith, Joanne Speas, 
Cheri Presley, Pat Voelker, Sue Greenwood, Mar-
yanna Foster and Karen Keenan. Everyone en-
joyed the gift exchange with many unique pre-
sents.   A special Thank You to Shirley Hassom for 
the “grab bag” of Boyd’s Bears. 

The spirit of the Christmas season was further 
evidenced by an anonymous donor picking up the 
tab for everyone’s meal. Our blessings are many 
during this special time of year. 

Eighteen ladies of the community enjoyed the 
December luncheon at LaPalma on December 
14th.  Attending were: Sue Greenwood. Shirley 
Smith, Shirley Hassom, Deb Ludwig, Millie Ban-
fill, Sue Mc Fadden, Marie Griffin, Dianne Henry, 
June Hoffert, Maryanna Foster, Marge Holthus, 
Joanne Speas Geri Peasley, Sue Furry, Chery Mil-
ler, Kathy Walden and Karen Keenan.  

Those who were unable to attend 
were missed.  Thank you to 
those who notified me that they 
were unable to attend.  In the 
future if you are signed up 
to attend and find you 
will be unable to do so, 
PLEASE let me know.  This will 
prevent the entire group waiting to order ex-
pecting that more will be arriving and is more 
courteous for the restaurant staff as they have 
prepared for a specific number. Watch for 
postings for the January luncheon to be held on 
1/11/2019.  

                                 

Lakeside Terrace is planning a four day bus 

tour to New Orleans from  March 17-20th. For 

only $319 this tour includes hotel accommoda-

tions, continental breakfasts, a professionally nar-

rated tour of the city of New Orleans by a step on 

guide. After you have soaked up the scenery, histo-

ry and its fascinating tales then its time to get the 

good times rolling down Bourbon street, shop, & 

enjoy a relaxing meal in one of their wonderful res-

taurants or even go gambling. The tour also in-

cludes a tour of the National Naval Aviation Muse-

um in Pensacola and the USS Alabama.  See the 

bulletin board in the club house for more detailed 

information. If interested in joining the tour sign 

up in the club house or contact Jean Mc Ferren at 

352-728-1657. Since we need 40 persons for the 

trip to go, other parks have been invited to join us.  

So sign up early to reserve your seat on the tour. 

March 17th-20th 
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For a very short January reading list, I chose two 
books that I enjoyed very much; one was a Book 
Club choice, the other a Dayton Literary Peace 
Prize·nominee.  

Runner up for the Dayton (Ohio) Literary Peace 
Prize in 2013, this short novel tells the story of 
Bravo squad, a group of young soldiers between 
deployments in the Iraq war. They have been 
“recruited” for a stateside Victory Tour intended 
to reinvigorate support for the war by spot-
lighting their bravery in wartime. The novel fo-
cuses on their last appearance 
before their return to the Iraqi 
conflict. During this particular 
event, they will appear at Texas 
Stadium to be honored at 
halftime of a football game. The 
author introduces ten different 
characters, connecting them to 
various subplots that reflect the 
effects of their real wartime experiences. Some 
of the men of Bravo Squad cannot escape these 
effects, while others use the tour as a chance to 
capitalize on their status as “heroes” and to en-
joy the benefits of this status, however briefly. 
The focus on Billy as a main character allows the 
reader to share his confused and conflicting feel-
ings about the violence and danger of the war, 
about redeployment, about his dysfunctional 
family, about people’s perception of war, and 
about his own desires and goals. Billy’s connec-
tion with Faison, a Dallas Cowboys cheerleader, 

and her interest in him helps solidify his think-
ing, but it is not enough to save him from his 
emotional and moral ties to Bravo Squad. The 
raucous half-time show—where the men are in-
troduced—serves as a brutal reminder of the 
noise and chaos of war for the Squad; although 
deeply shaken, Billy recovers with Faison’s help. 
Yet, despite the possibility of love and family, 
guilt and loyalty force his choice to join Bravo 
Squad in re-deployment. 

 This is a sad novel in most ways. As a 
reader, you cannot help but be 
affected by the contrasting experi-
ence and situation of the returning 
“heroes” and those “at home” whom 
they represent in the war. While you 
wish only a happier outcome for them, 
you are also faced with the realization 
that they must return to violence, dan-
ger, and fear, and will be lucky to survive, both 
physically and emotionally. I think this novel is a 
valid representation of what it might be like to 
return to the US from any war, but at the same 
time it develops a particular character in Billy 
Lynn, a young man whom you like and admire. 
Ben Fountain’s novel was made into a movie in 
2016. I would also recommend The Things They 
Carried by Tim O’Brien, based on his experiences 
in the Vietnam War, and the non-fiction Thank 
You for Your Service by David Finkel, a collection 
of real-life stories of soldiers returning from 
combat. 

Hello and Happy New Year.  

     Billy Lynn’s: Long Halftime Walk  

by Ben Fountain 

Carol Roberts 

January 
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This 2010 New York Times bestseller follows Julie 
Jacobs and her four-minutes-younger-and-not-
identical twin sister Janice 
who were raised by their 
Aunt Rose after the deaths of 
their parents in Italy. Their 
aunt was a woman of both 
style and substance, and the 
girls enjoyed a comfortable 
and rather privileged life, but 
growing into to opposed per-
sonalities. Janice is glamor-
ous, sexy, and self confident, 
always seeking the spotlight, while Julie is som-
ber, skinny, and virginal, preferring to remain in 
the background. When their aunt dies at 82, Julie 
is devastated, but Janice seems interested only 
in the value of her share of the estate. Accord-
ingly, Janice is elated when Rose’s will reveals 
that the entire estate is hers, leaving Julie out in 
the cold. Julie is both angered and flabbergasted 
by this turn of events; she expected to inherit at 
least half of her aunt’s home and belongings. 
Soon, however, Umberto, Rose’s long-time but-
ler, hands Julie an envelope containing a letter, a 
passport, and a key. The letter explains that Ju-
lie’s real name is Giulietta Tolomei, and the key 
fits a safety deposit box in a bank in Siena, Italy. 
Along with the passport in her real name, Um-
berto gives Julie her marching orders: it was her 
aunt’s last wish for Julie to go to Italy and claim 
the family treasure. Julie’s journey across the 
world and into the past involves her in a confu-
sion of superstition, revenge, and greed. As she 
meets other descendants of her fourteenth cen-
tury namesake Giulietta and her Romeo, Julie 
finds herself in danger, the target of an ancient 

curse and blood-feud. This is an entertaining 
book with a bit of mystery and suspense spiced 
up with some romance. Its connection to the 
Shakespeare play Romeo and Juliet is clever, and 
the plot suits the medieval city in which it is set. 
As a reader, you will like Julie and root for her; 
her happy ending is a little predictable, but the 
path to it is full of surprises. I enjoyed the book 
although the twists and turns and near escapes 
did reach the edge of too much, and while I liked 
the happy ending, it had a lot of tying-up-loose-
ends. However, I wouldn’t let that deter you 
from enjoying this original mystery novel. 
 
Once again, please reach out to me if you would 
like recommendations on any particular type of 
book. If you choose to read one of my sugges-
tions, I would love to hear your ideas about it. 
Finally, if you would be interested in a book club 
or even just a Facebook page to discuss books, I 
am willing to put either of these ideas in motion. 
carolbroberts43@gmail.com   

Juliet  

by Anne Fortier 

 

The Tag Sale is our largest fund raiser for the So-
cial Club.  This event will be held on Friday Feb-
ruary 15th (set up and residents shopping) and 
Saturday February 16th.  

Residents are able to rent tables for $5.00, for 
selling their own items or you may donate things 
that are no longer treasures to you to the social 
club. There will be lunch for purchase on Satur-
day.  All the information will be announced later, 
but, keep the tag sale in mind. Especially when 
considering what to do with your un-
wanted items. We will need lots of 
volunteers. Please watch for  

notices. 

Martha Grove 

mailto:carolbroberts43@gmail.com
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A group of Lakeside terrace ladies got together at Angelos to say our goodbyes to Linda 
McMaster.   A Good time was had by all. We will miss you Linda. 

Elves 

We offer our condolences to Nina  Dufresne        

and Ron Grove on the loss of their mothers. We 

also express our sorrow to Deb Ludwig on the 

loss of her sister, Margie. Today and always, 

may loving memories bring you peace, com-

fort, and strength 

I would like to thank everyone that sent cards, 

offered their condolences and offered help 

when my wonderful husband Rob passed away.  

We have lived here for 24 years, Rob loved it 

here.              Barb Spenser 

Your Lakeside Terrace Elves have 
delivered all of your Christmas 
cards.   We would like to thank 
those that gave us the gifts of 
fresh baked goodies, candy, wine, and all of the 
other gifts.  We enjoy doing this!  A special 
thanks to Phyllis Mosher and Hubie Porterfield 
for filling in for Lori Moore.  Remember we de-
liver cards all year 
long.  
Debbie Porterfield  
Shirley Hassom 
Lori Moore 
Shirley Smith 

Debbie Porterfield  

2019 
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 The Thompson’s anniversary is November 9th.  
George’s birthday is October 28th and Carolyn’s 
birthday is August 10th.  Their phone number is 
231-747-0781.  Welcome to George and Carolyn 
Thompson. 

 

 

 

The new owners of 69 Lake Griffin Drive are 

Buck (Jay) and Jody Ross.  They moved here from 

Central Michigan east of Grand Rapids.  Jody was 

originally from Upstate New York, but lived most 

of her life in Michigan. The Rosses were re-

searching retirement communities in the 

Leesburg area to be near Jody’s Aunt and Uncle, 

Gale and George Bagley.  Gale is the sister to 

Jody’s mom.  They also wanted to be near a lake. 

In March of 2018, they stayed for a week at 

Lakeside Terrace with Jody’s cousins, Seth and 

Diane Bagley.  The home at 69 Lake Griffin be-

came available and they put in a bid for the 

home.  They bought it and then moved here in 

May as full-timers. 

They have enjoyed meeting their new neighbors 

this past summer at the park luncheons and holi-

day parties and the Toys for Kids Christmas Par-

ty.  

The Rosses are enjoying living at the marina.  

They both enjoy fishing and having a great view 

of the wildlife.  Jody also enjoys cooking and gar-

dening.  They used to both enjoy hunting for 

deer and turkey in Michigan. 

 

The new owners of 46 Eden are George and Car-
olyn Thompson from Muskegon, Michigan.  They 
were introduced to our park when they visited 
with their very good friends, Herb and June 
Jourden of 8 Clubhouse Drive.  Herb and June 
encouraged them to come to LST for the past 3 
years.  The Thompsons like the friendliness of 
the park residents 
and the numerous 
activities at LST. 
George and Carolyn 
were high school 
sweethearts and 
have 2 sons and 4 
granddaughters in 
Michigan.  George’s 
career after high 
school was being in 
the Air Force for 21 years.  He was in aircraft 
maintenance and was stationed in many places 
including: Nebraska, Germany, Ki Sawyer in 
Gwinn, Michigan, Korea, Mississippi, and back to 
Michigan at Wurtsmith base.  After the Air Force, 
George worked for General Electric Aviation as 
an Inspector. 

Carolyn worked at the many Air Force bases in 
the Commissary and then after the Air Force, 
worked in banking.  She retired from both ca-
reers. 

Hobbies for George include: camping, fishing, 
hunting, and kayaking and for Carolyn, kayaking 
and walking. Kayaking in Florida is not on their 
list of things to do.  They are not too fond of hav-
ing alligators nearby.   They are, however, enjoy-
ing the beautiful Florida weather. 

Darlene Stodola 
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 Buck’s career has been in Shipping and Receiving 

for large companies and now is working in Wild-

wood in Shipping and Receiving for a plumbing 

company.  

Jody retired from GM as a die welder and is 

working on updating their home at LST. 

Buck has 3 grown children and 5 grandchildren 

ranging in age from 6 months to 6 years old back 

in Michigan. 

Their birthdays are March 23 for Buck and June 

15 for Jody.  Their anniversary is November 19th.  

Their phone number is 352-314-2310.  Welcome 

to Buck and Jody Ross.  

 

Our Fall Session is over with Ten Pins-Gail and 
Dennis Hahn, Marla Holmes, and Wally Voelker-
winning the coveted prize. We start the Winter 
Session on Wednesday, January 2nd. The 
league is trying something different this time. 
We are going to play 9 Pin no-Tap for the entire 
12 weeks. Remember that this is just a fun 
league and our new format should be more fun 
for all. We’re hoping to get more people in-
volved. Bowlers are still needed. Think about 
it!! There is camaraderie, lots of laughs, and 
even eating after if you so desire. What a great 
group of bowlers we have and we would love to 
have more of you join us. Just give me a call, 
drop by, or talk to one of other teammates.  
Happy New Year. 

Kathy Walden 

 

Congratulations to Diane Henry & 

Darrell Diluzio on their Christmas 

Eve engagement! Thanks to Martha & Ron Grove and their team for 

a wonderful delicious Christmas Dinner. We had a 

great time and of course ate too much. 
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 Sewbirds 

The Bear 

Being from Philadelphia, my exposure to the 
vast array of U.S. fauna was very limited.  Like 
many of us, I had seen an assortment of ani-
mals at the zoo but, on a daily basis, cats, dogs 
and pigeons (aka flying rats) were as close to 
natures wild kingdom as I got. 
At age 45, I moved to the woods of the Pocono 
Mountains. It was a culture 
shock to say the least.  There 
were no neighbors within 
walking distance and the 
closest quick mart was 5 
miles away. 
Upon settling into my 
new home, I found a 
frost covered roast of some 
sort in the otherwise 
empty freezer.. It had to 
be fairly old and didn’t look like it could be sal-
vaged. I put it in the outside trash can and did-
n’t give it another thought. I assumed, like in 
the city, the trash was picked up daily. I was 
wrong. 
The following morning, I sat in my new sun 
room sipping my first cup of coffee and out of 
the corner of my eye, I saw movement. My 
heart skipped a beat as I saw a black bear. He 
easily weighed 400 - 450 pounds. He ambled 
down to my trash can and took the lid off.  
He must have found the fragrance alluring.  He 
lugged the can up to the area where I was 
sitting so, we were separated only by sliding 
glass doors.  Then he sat down and started to 
go through every item within.  He licked and 
bit at every piece. I assume he felt everything 
was edible until proven differently. He was fas-

cinating to watch. There was something very 
calming about seeing such a giant creature re-
laxed and enjoying his meal. 
Then he found the now defrosted roast. As he 
pulled the wrapper off the bloody hunk,  he 
looked straight at me with an expression of de-
light and I swear I saw him smile! 
He sat and held onto the meat with his giant 
claws, savoring each bite. When he finished he 
yawned and lumbered away his appetite sated. 
There was garbage strewn around the area 
where he had been eating and I waited for over 
an hour to go out and clean up the mess. 
On top of the mound of trash was a new, crisp 
ten dollar bill. Since, I am not in the habit of 

throwing money away; I could only assume the 
bear had left it. 

Often we use rhetorical questions when 
we want to emphasis an affirmative. We 

have all heard someone say “Is the Pope 
Catholic?” 
So, Ladies and Gentlemen, the moral of the 

story is “Bears do TIP in the woods”.  Yet, their 
table manners leave something to be desired.   

Diana Grant 

The Sew Birds meet at the clubhouse 
every Wednesday from 9:00 am to 
2:00 PM.  You don't need to come ear-
ly or stay late just come when you want. Bring 
your sewing machine and your current project 
you are working on.  If you are not currently a 
sewer and want to learn just come on up.  We 
have several levels of sewers and we all are ea-
ger to help.   
We have a potluck lunch at noon.   
We are having a fundraiser breakfast coming up 
January 19th.  Look for information and sign up 
sheet on the clubhouse board and in the Kiosks.  

Debbie Porterfield 
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Now that the holidays are over, and things have 
settled down a bit you may be looking for a new 
and different volunteer opportunity. The Lake 
County Animal Shelter is always in need of vol-
unteers. You can go online at leash-
inlakecounty@gmail.com or call Leash at 352 
340 3803. After attending an Orientation ses-
sion on the first Saturday of the month at 9:00 
am or the third Wednesday at 6:00 pm, you are 
then able to drop by the shelter at any time 
they are open, and you have available time. 
Dogs need to be walked and played with and 
both dogs and cats need socialization and cud-
dling. There is also a need for help doing the 
laundry, paperwork, greeting potential 
adopters, washing water and food dishes, etc. 
“L.E.A.S.H., Inc., (Love, Enrichment, Adoption, 
Shelter, Health) is the support group of wonder-
ful, caring people who do the fund raising, 
adoption events, lost and found notices, etc.  
Another volunteer opportunity is the “Come As 
You Are” ministry for the homeless. 
They accept food, clothing, financial help for 
rent to prevent a homeless situation and help in 
their kitchen serving two meals a day to those 
in need.  Check out their website to see what all 
is available. So, the bottom line is – in this new 
year you can make life a little more pleasant for 
our homeless and less fortunate pets and peo-
ple. You may drop any donated item(s) in my 
carport at 31 Lakewood Ln, and we will get 
them to the appropriate people and places. 
Some of the items needed are: Camping gear, 
warm clothing, blankets, sleeping bags, person-
al care items, socks, underwear, old towels, 
beds, dog toys, etc. for the shelter and the min-

istry. For more information or for a ride along 
with us, call Jean at 713 825 7181 or Bill at 619 
247 3092      HAPPY VOLUNTEERING 

Jean McFerren & Bill Johnston  

mailto:leashinlakecounty@gmail.com
mailto:leashinlakecounty@gmail.com
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